AP World History 2016/17
Mr. Hamilton

Quotes on the Meaning of Civilization

1)  “Education is the transmission of civilization.”



Will and Ariel Durant

2)  “There is as yet no civilized society, but only a society in the process of becoming civilized. There is as yet no civilized nation, but only nations in the process of becoming civilized. From this standpoint, we can now speak of a collective task of humankind. The task of humanity is to build a genuine civilization.”










Felix Adler

3)  “Individual commitment to a group effort -- that is what makes a team work, a company work, a society work, a civilization work.”










Vince Lombardi 

4)  “It has become appallingly obvious that our technology has exceeded our humanity.”








Albert Einstein

5)  “What has destroyed every previous civilization has been the tendency to the unequal distribution of wealth and power”










Henry George

6)  “Civilization is a method of living, an attitude of equal respect for all men.”








Jane Addams

7)  “Civilization is the lamb's skin in which barbarism masquerades.”






Thomas Bailey Aldrich

8)  “Civilization... wrecks the planet from seafloor to stratosphere.”







Richard Bach
9)  “The whole history of civilization is strewn with creeds and institutions which were invaluable at first, and deadly afterwards.”









Walter Bagehot

10)  “The destiny of world civilization depends upon providing a decent standard of living for all mankind.”










Norman Borlaug

11)  “But it is obvious that our fathers, whose efforts have planted these great and prosperous cities along the once lonely trails of our own broad land, received all the fundamentals of civilization as a heritage from their European ancestors.”










James H. Breasted 

12)  “Our society must make it right and possible for old people not to fear the young or be deserted by them, for the test of a civilization is the way that it cares for its helpless members.”










Pearl S. Buck

13)  “The story of civilization is, in a sense, the story of engineering - that long and arduous struggle to make the forces of nature work for man's good.”










L. Sprague de Camp

14)  “Civilization is maintained by a very few people in a small number of places and we need only some bombs and a few prisons to blot it out altogether.”










Cyril Connolly

15)  “The test of civilization is the estimate of woman. Among savages she is a slave. In the dark ages of Christianity she is a toy and a sentimental goddess. With increasing moral light, and greater liberty, and more universal justice, she begins to develop as an equal human being.”










George William Curtis

16)  “Our civilization is still in a middle stage, scarcely beast, in that it is no longer wholly guided by instinct; scarcely human, in that it is not yet wholly guided by reason.”










Theodore Dreiser
