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Sophomore Special Interest Research Paper

I.  Introduction

For this project, you will write a 5-7 page research paper on a scholarly historical topic of your choosing.  The topic must be relevant to world history and should not, therefore, focus primarily on aspects of American history.   You may draw from topics you have found interesting during the year, or you may choose a topic that was not covered in class but properly falls under the category of world history.  

II. Developing a Research Question(s)

Start with a topic you’re interested in.  Let’s say it’s the Holocaust.  You can’t just write a paper on the Holocaust without developing a question or questions about the Holocaust or the events surrounding it that your paper seeks to answer.  How about formulating your question like this?

   Did the Allies make the right decision in not intervening to stop the Holocaust while it was happening?

The question above gives the paper purpose and direction.  It is also quite possible to write a 5-7 page paper that attempts to answer this question.  Once you begin to research your topic, you might need to modify your research question.  That’s ok.  You simply need to inform Mr. H of this and get his approval and input.  No two students in a class period may research the same topic.  Topics are approved on a “first come, first served” basis. 

III.  Format

The paper must be in correct MLA format from beginning to end.  There are extensive online materials available on the CCHS library website to help you with this.  Additional format requirements are as follows:

· At least 5 pages in length, double-spaced.

· Standard margins. (1 inch)

· Font must be Times New Roman and size 12.

· Heading should include your full name, date, course, your teacher’s name, and class period.

· Paper title should be centered on the first page of the paper.

IV.  Sources

Your MLA-formatted bibliography must include at least ten sources, eight of which must be cited in your paper.  No more than four of these sources may be electronic.  No more than two of them may be reference sources.  You may use sites like Wikipedia for your own personal background information, but they may NOT be quoted or paraphrased in your paper or appear in your bibliography.  If you have any question about whether or not a website is a scholarly source, ask Mr. H.  If sites of questionable scholarship are included in your bibliography, they will not count toward your eight required sources and may jeopardize the academic integrity of your paper.

V.  Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is the act of taking the words, ideas, or research of another person and putting them forward without citations as if they were your own.  It is intellectual theft and a clear violation of the code of ethics and behavior expected of you at Cherry Creek High School.

The easiest way to avoid plagiarism is to cite your sources ANYTIME you use an idea or quote that is not your own.  All information in your essay that you did not know before you started or that is considered common knowledge must be referenced each and every time.  

Please remember that it is NEVER worth it to plagiarize.  If you are caught plagiarizing, you will receive a zero on the paper, your parents will be notified, and the head of the Social Studies Department will be notified and will be given a copy of “your” paper.

Do NOT use a paper or portions of a paper you have already submitted to another class as a substitute for this paper.  If you do this, you will automatically receive a “0” on this assignment.

