World History 2011/12
Mr. Witte
Greece and Rome:  A Geographical Comparison

For this map activity, use the maps on pages 129,152 and 737 of last year’s World History textbook.  Be sure to answer in complete sentences.

· Using brown, illustrate the Pindus Mountains of Greece and label them.  Then, illustrate the Apennine Mountains of Italy and label them. (The Apennine Mountains aren’t illustrated on the map on page 152.  Draw them down the center of Italy, leaving space on each side)

· Using green, illustrate the broad plains that stretch to the sea on the eastern and western sides of the Apennine Mountains.  Then illustrate the small, isolated green valleys among the Pindus Mountains. 

1.  How are the physical environments of Greece and Italy similar?  How are they different?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Using blue, dot the areas on each map to indicate areas covered by water.  Then, label the following:

1.) Map of Greece:  Mediterranean Sea, Aegean Sea, Sea of Crete

2.) Map of Italy:  Mediterranean Sea, Adriatic Sea, Tyrrhenian Sea

2.  What evidence could be used from the map on page 129 to prove that the sea was never a barrier for the Greeks?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Based on your answer to question 1, why would the Greeks have needed to establish colonies and trade routes throughout the Mediterranean?  Why would the Romans not have needed to do this?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Examine the coast of Italy.  How does it compare to the coastline of Greece?  Even if Rome had wanted to become an overseas empire, why would this have been difficult?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Why would the geography of Greece have facilitated the development of independent poleis?  Why wouldn’t this have happened in Italy?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Label the city of Rome.  Then, label the Tiber River.  It’s the river that runs through Rome.  Now, examine the geography of Italy north and south of Rome.  Why would Rome have felt the need to extend its control over this region?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  Label 5 different Greek poleis.  Why was the city-state political structure a liability for Greeks in general over the long term?  Why wouldn’t this have been a problem for the Romans?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Draw a large Venn diagram below and list unique geographical characteristics of Greece on the left.  Do the same for Italy on the right.  In the center, name things they have in common.

