Guns, Germs, and Steel Episode 2:  Conquest

By the end of the film tomorrow, you should be able to intelligently discuss the following.

1.  Why this book and TV series are called “Guns, Germs, and Steel.”

2.  Question author Jared Diamond became obsessed with.

3.  How domesticated animals might have given Europeans an advantage over the peoples of the Americas.

4.  How the gun might have given the Spanish a psychological advantage over the peoples of the Americas.

5.  Why the steel weapons developed by the Europeans proved superior to previous weapons.

6.  Why Pizarro read the accounts of Cortez and how writing gave the Spanish an advantage over the Inca.

7.  How the shape of the land in the Eastern and Western Hemispheres might have impacted the development of civilization in these two regions.

8.  How the Spanish captured the Inca Emperor Atawhalpa.

9.  Why the Europeans spread their diseases to the Americans rather than the other way around.

10.  Diamond claims the Europeans were “accidental conquerors.”  What does this mean?
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